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“The Disappointments of the Double Helix” 

James Le Fanu 

James Le Fanu is a doctor, social commentator and historian of science and medicine.  

He writes a regular column for both the Daily Telegraph and the Sunday Telegraph  

and is the author of the highly acclaimed books The Rise and Fall of Modern Medicine  

and Why Us?: How Science Rediscovered the Mysteries of Ourselves 

 
 

The Robens Suite, 29th Floor, Tower Wing, Guy’s Hospital, London 

SE1 9RT  

 Light refreshments from 6pm.  Annual General Meeting (BSHR members only) 6.30pm 

   Lecture 6:45pm 

ADMISSION BY TICKET ONLY, OBTAINABLE FROM: 
Dr Arpan K Banerjee 

Consultant Radiologist 

by email 

arpan.banerjee@heartofengland.nhs.uk 

NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 17, 2014 
Tickets are free of charge. A retiring collection will be taken with a suggested donation of £5 

 

BSHR is a registered charity:  Charity Number 1012505  

For the past sixty years  scientists have been seduced by the simple elegance of the 

Double Helix into supposing that decoding its genetic instructions would clarify much 

that is obscure about health and illness.  

Meanwhile, neuroscience - with its sophisticated scanning techniques - has sought to 

explain the workings of the human mind in terms of the electrochemistry of the brain.  

 

Both projects have failed to deliver on their promises.  

Big Science is in big trouble - but what if anything will replace it?  


