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London, UK, August 2009.

The British Institute of Radiology and the recent statement from the Department of Health
on proton radiotherapy

The British Institute of Radiology welcomes the recent statement from the Department of Health
on proton radiotherapy’. This is a very important decision for cancer patients and for British
radiotherapy, and marks an important step in the promise of the Cancer Reform Strategy to
deliver world class cancer treatment to patients under the care of the National Health Service.

Under the NHS, proton radiotherapy will be offered to the relatively small number of radiotherapy
patients who will benefit the most from this advanced form of treatment. Since there are likely to
be only a small number of proton treatment centres, development of these will involve substantial
changes to patterns of treatment for some patients, most notably for some paediatric cancers
where advantages in terms of reduced long-term treatment-related toxicity are significant.

It is important to note that for the majority of radiotherapy patients, advanced x-ray techniques
such as conformal radiation therapy and intensity modulated radiation therapy (IMRT) are able to
offer excellent clinical outcomes and minimal treatment-related toxicity. The announcement on
proton radiotherapy must not deflect efforts to improve access to IMRT for NHS patients.

Following the success of the BIR President’'s Conference earlier this year on proton radiotherapy,
the BIR intends to organise a series of one-day scientific meetings over the next few years to
ensure that the British radiotherapy workforce has access to the latest information on
this important subject.
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1. The recent statement is available on:
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Notes to Editors:

The British Institute of Radiology (BIR) is an independent member-based charity bringing together all the professions in
radiology and allied medical and scientific disciplines to share knowledge and educate the public, thereby improving
prevention and detection of disease and management and treatment of patients. The BIR is the oldest radiological society in
the world. The origins of the BIR can be traced back to a first meeting held in 1897 to form "The X-ray Society".

For more information, please contact:
Sophie Erpicum

Marketing & Fundraising Coordinator
British Institute of Radiology,

36 Portland Place, London, W1B 1AT.

Tel: 020 7307 1404 (direct) / 020 7307 1400 (switchboard)
Fax: 020 7307 1414

Email : sophie.erpicum@bir.org.uk

Website: www.bir.org.uk

Incorporated by Royal Charter President General Secretary Honorary Secretaries British Institute of Radiology T : +44(0)20 7307 1400
Patron - Her Majesty The Queen Dr Stuart Green Ms Jacqueline Fowler ~ Ms Sue Marchant .
BSC MSc PhD FIPEM FBIR DCRR HDCR MDCR 36 Portland Place, F : +44(0)20 7307 1414
FETC FBIR London W1B 1AT E : admin@bir.org.uk
Registered Charity Honorary Treasurer www.bir.org.uk
No. 215869 Mr Alan Budge Dr Simon Blease
VAT Registration BA (Hons) FBIR MB BCh FRCR FFSEM

No. GB 233 7553 63 FBIR



