BIR Siemens Research Fund

Application Guidelines

Purpose

To allow the establishment of the principle of the research project, so that the recipient of the award can seek further funding. 

Nature of projects

Research related to clinical, technical, professional, managerial and educational aspects of medical imaging science and radiation oncology.
Amount

The BIR will provide pump-priming funding for research projects of 1 to 2 years’ duration, of £1000. Justifications for project costing are needed.

· The BIR does not pay institutional indirect costs, overhead costs or salary support for the principal investigator or co-investigators.

· Not more than £600 of  the funding may be used for presentation of results of the project at the BIR Annual Congress or other appropriate conference. 
· Unexpended fund must be returned to the  BIR.     
Eligibility

· In order to meet eligibility requirements, applicants must meet the following, 

· be a qualified radiologist, radiographer, radiation oncologist, or a medical physicist or equivalent for 2 years or more.
· Applicants must hold a full-time or part-time position in a department of radiology, radiation oncology, nuclear medicine or in an educational institution  where training in medical imaging, radiological science or radiation therapy is offered. If an applicant is not an employee but will become such when the project commences, an appointment letter from the department chair or manager attesting to this appointment must be submitted. 

· Applicants must not have been principal investigator on grant amounts totaling more than £10,000 in a single year. The restriction on prior funding includes support from single or combined grants or contracts from any source including government, private or industrial/commercial sources. 

· Applicants/co-investigators must not be agents of any for-profit, commercial company. 

· Applicants may not submit more than one research grant application per year as principal investigator or co-investigator. 

· Acceptance of an award from another source for the same project is prohibited. 

Funding Criteria

1. Preference will be given to applications that have direct relevance to the mission of  the BIR.

2. Proposals arising from the workplace would have priority over laboratory-based proposals.

3. Only proposals that are considered feasible within the proposed time frame and of sufficient quality will be funded.

4. Proposals which are likely to result in research-based publications or conference presentations would be preferred.
5. Proposals with supporting documents by institutions will have priority.

Final decision of the amount of funding will be subject to the approval of the BIR Council.
Conditions

1. Progress Reports
Recipients must submit an interim report to the chair of the Awards and Prizes Committee every six months after the commencement of the project. Any deviations from the original approved proposal should be reported to the chair of the Committee. A final report must be submitted to the  BIR within 60 days after completion of the project. Failure to comply with the final report requirement (within 6 months after the proposed completion date) may lead to the withdrawal of part  of the funding by the BIR.

2. Record of expenditure
The principal investigator (PI) has to account for all the grant money already spent on the project with receipts and/or payment vouchers, which may have to be submitted for checking on request and at completion of the project. The BIR reserves the right to recover from the PI any grant money which has been improperly spent. 

3. Conference presentations/ publications
The research results will either be published in relevant academic journals or be presented at conferences, preferably at the BIR Annual Congress.
4. Extension
An extension of the project up to a maximum of 12 months beyond the original ending date with no funding implication may be requested. A request for an extension along with a progress report must be made in writing to the chair of the Awards and Prizes Committee. The request must state the reason(s) for the extension, length of the extension requested, and an explanation of how the reason(s) for the delay has been rectified. Other requests for changes to the terms of an award should be addressed to the chair of the Awards and Prizes Committee.

5. Acknowledgement
The BIR (Siemens) must be acknowledged as the funding source in any conference presentation or publications in relation to the research project funded.

6. Intellectual property
All intellectual property created by the PI as a result of the funding is to be negotiated between the parties involved. 

Scoring Guidelines

Selection Criteria/Review Process 
BIR members with expertise in the areas and topics of each grant will be invited to review the application for scientific merit and appropriateness for funding. Final decisions will be subject to the approval of the Awards and Prizes Committee. The following guidelines will be applied in the review process: 
1. Research Plan (50 points): 

· Is the proposed area/topic related to the practice in medical imaging, radiation oncology, nuclear medicine or radiological science? 

· Will the study be of value to the practice within medical imaging, radiation oncology and nuclear medicine?

· Are the aims and objectives clearly stated? Is the hypothesis well developed?

· Are the experiments/methods well designed and appropriate to test the hypothesis? 

· Is the proposed statistical analysis of the data appropriate for the study design?

· Is there a reasonable chance of completion within the time frame of the grant? 

· Is the budget realistic? 

2. Applicant (30 points):

· Is the applicant knowledgeable in the subject matter of the proposal? If not, is there evidence of sufficient support?

· Is the time commitment realistic? 

· Do the letters of recommendation support the applicant’s ability to complete the proposed study? 

3.
Facilities and Advisors (20 points): 

· Is appropriate space and equipment available? 

· Are appropriate advisors, co-workers and assistants available? 

· Are the support facilities such as computer services and statistical assistance adequate? 
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